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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Du et 
al. (US 2006/0101175 A1). 

Official Notice 

a. Examiner would like to recognize that the, at the time of the invention, the 
application and usage of the memory types (e.g., pluggable/insert-able memory 
card types, PCMCIA card types) were commonly practiced in the art of Personal 
Computer Environment (e.g., laptop/notebook and PDA). In addition, different 
type USB flash drives are used as well as the above memory types. 
Furthermore, USB connections between the Personal Computer Environment are 
commonly practiced in the art. Moreover, internal & external memory 
applications are equally and exchangeable practiced in the art. For example, 
one skilled in the art knows that operating systems of Personal Computing 
Environment can easily recognize and equally utilize any connected memory 
types (e.g., external memory, internal memory, memory card types or USB flash 
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drives, ...etc.). Therefore, utilization of a known specific memory form factor 
(external or internal) is common choice of the designer/user of the system, 
b. In figures 3-5 and the accompanying descriptions disclose all of the 
substantially identical or analogous teachings as follows: 

Claims 1-2 Du et al. (2006/0101175) 

• Host processing device for reproducing compressed audio data 

o System of figures 3-5 

• A body 

o Obvious feature of figures 3-5, (10) 

• A memory slot formed in a side of an upper end of the body to accommodate a 
specific external storage medium 

o [0032], "USB" 

• Command input means for instructing the host processing device to execute a 
specific operation 

o Obvious feature of computer system (1 0) in 
connection with (70) 

• A system control module for controlling an operation of the host processing 
device 

o (12/18/18') controller 

• A digital interface unit adapted to communicate with the external storage medium 
through a port formed on an inside end of the memory slot and interface the 
audio data according to a certain digital interface communication standard 

o Obvious feature of Interconnection between (10) and 
(70) 

• A processing module for processing a command signal applied from the 
command input means and controlling the host processing device to perform an 
operation corresponding to the command signal, and requesting the audio data 
from the external storage medium, receiving the audio data and applying the 
received audio data to a certain path 

o (12/1 8/1 8') controller operating with (70) for accessing 
MP3 files to access and play music 

• A memory unit for storing a program for performing a system operation of the 
host processing system 

o Any one of combination of memories of figures 3-5 

• A decoder unit equipped therein with a buffer to delay a transmission rate and 
adapted to decode the audio data under the control of the processing module 

o Figure 4, (56) has (60) 

• Wherein the specific storage medium is a USB flash disk and the port is a USB 
port 

o Feature of [0032], "USB" 
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c. In figures 3-5 and the accompanying descriptions of the Du reference 
disclose all of the substantially identical or analogous teachings without expressly 
disclosing the claimed limitation of physical form factor of the memory slot (i.e., 
memory slot formed in a side of an upper end of the body); however, the above 
difference doest not contribute functional or operational in terms of 
processing/reproducing data. In addition, different types of memory card 
insertion are well known and commonly practiced in the art (i.e., different depth of 
memory slots). Examiner takes official notice on such well known common 
knowledge in the art. Therefore, it would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to one having ordinary skill in the art to come up with the 
claimed invention from the substantially identical teachings of Du reference, for 
the detailed reason stated above. 

3. Claims 3-6 & 14-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Du et al. (US 2006/0101 175 A1) in view of Garritsen et al. (6,732,222). 

d. In figures 3-5 and the accompanying descriptions of the Du reference 
disclose all of the substantially identical or analogous teachings as follows: 

Claims 5 Du et al. (2006/0101175) 

• Host processing device using an external storage medium 

o System of figures 3-5 

• A medium access module for accessing the external storage medium through a 
certain digital transmission medium and providing an access to the external 
storage medium 

o Figures 5A, system (10) accessing memory of (70) 

• A signal processing module for decoding media data according to a certain first 
signal processing method 

o (12/1 8/1 8') controller operating with (70) for accessing 
MP3 files to access and play music 
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• A user interface module for providing an interface to a user of the host 
processing device 

o User Input/Output modules for (1 0/70) 

• A processing module for controlling an operation of the host processing device 

o (12/18/18') controller 

• A system memory module for providing an memory space for the operation of the 
host processing device controlled by the processing module 

o Obvious feature of (1 0) 

• Wherein, when the processing module connects with the external storage 
medium, the processing access the external storage medium through the 
medium access module 

o (12/1 8/1 8') controller operating with (70) for accessing 
MP3 files to access and play music 

• Reads first file information of one or more media files stored in the external 
storage medium, and displays the media files on the user interface module 
stored in the external storage medium based upon the read first file information 

o (202) of figure 2 of Garritsen reference 

• Wherein, when the processing module accesses the external storage medium 
through the medium access module 

o (12/1 8/1 8') controller operating with (70) for accessing 
MP3 files to access and play music 

• Searches for the selected media file, loads data of the searched file data onto the 
system memory module, and provides the file data loaded onto the system 
memory module to the signal processing module to be decoded according go the 
first signal processing method 

o (209) of figure 2 of Garritsen reference 

e. In figures 3-5 and the accompanying descriptions of the Du reference 
disclose all of the substantially identical or analogous teachings without expressly 
disclosing the claimed limitations regarding accessing media files from external 
storage medium and reading file information; however, the claimed file accessing 
limitation are well-known in the art of personal computing environment such as 
PDA and Notebook media file accessing system. As evidence, the Garritsen 
reference, substantially the same environment as the Du reference, teaches the 
file management technique of the claimed limitation in figures 1-3 and the 



respective description sections. Since both the Du & Garritsen references are 
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from the same filed of endeavor, it would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to one having ordinary skill in the art to incorporate the file 
accessing method of Garritsen reference in the Du reference, for the reasons 
stated above. 

f. In figures 3-5 and the accompanying descriptions of the Du reference 
disclose all of the substantially identical or analogous teachings as follows: 
Claims 3-4, 6-8 & 14-19 Du et al. (2006/0101175) 

• Host processing device using an external storage medium 

o System of figures 3-5 

• A medium access module for accessing the external storage medium through a 
certain digital transmission medium and providing an access to the external 
storage medium 

o Figures 5A, system (10) accessing memory of (70) 

• A signal processing module for decoding media data according to a certain first 
signal processing method 

o (12/1 8/1 8') controller operating with (70) for accessing 
MP3 files to access and play music 

• A user interface module for providing an interface to a user of the host 
processing device 

o User Input/Output modules for (1 0/70) 

• A processing module for controlling an operation of the host processing device 

o (12/18/18') controller 

• A system memory module for providing an memory space for the operation of the 
host processing device controlled by the processing module 

o Obvious feature of (10) 

• Wherein, when the processing module connects with the external storage 
medium, the processing module accesses the external storage medium 

o (12/18/18') controller operating with (70) for accessing 
MP3 files to access and play music 

• Reads first file information of one or more media files stored in the external 
storage medium, and positions the firs file information in the system memory 
module 

o (202) of figure 2 of Garritsen reference in combination 
with the obvious feature of copying media files 
between flash drive and the memory of the personal 
computer 
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• Wherein, when the processing module receives a command to select a specific 
one of the media files, the processing module searches for and reads data of the 
selected media file on the external storage medium through the medium access 
module based upon the first file information positioned on the system module, 
and provides the read media data to the signal processing module to be decoded 
according to the first signal processing method 

o (12/1 8/1 8') controller operating with (70) for accessing 
MP3 files to access and play music 

• limitations of claims 4, 6-8, 14-19 

o obvious feature of the combined teachings of Du and 
Garritsen for accessing and moving files between 
memories of the connected PDA and the host/PC 
devices 

g. In figures 3-5 and the accompanying descriptions of the Du reference 
disclose all of the substantially identical or analogous teachings without expressly 
disclosing the claimed limitations regarding accessing media files from external 
storage medium and reading file information; however, the claimed file accessing 
limitation are well-known in the art of personal computing environment such as 
PDA and Notebook media file accessing system. As evidence, the Garritsen 
reference, substantially the same environment as the Du reference, teaches the 
file management technique of the claimed limitation in figures 1-3 and the 
respective description sections. Since both the Du & Garritsen references are 
from the same filed of endeavor, it would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to one having ordinary skill in the art to incorporate the file 
accessing method of Garritsen reference in the Du reference, for the reasons 
stated above. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 



4. Claims 9-13 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher B. Shin whose telephone number is 571- 
272-4159. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30-5:00 M,Tu,Th,F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Donald Sparks can be reached on 571-272-4201. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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